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HUGE policy issue…



Frame discussionFrame discussion

Ethics issues

Consent

Consent can’t do everythingConsent can t do everything…



Broad ConsentBroad Consent



PPros:

Tries to balance protection of 
autonomy with research needsautonomy with research needs.

Potentially more efficient and 
flexible than specific consent

Cons:

Uncertainty about fit withflexible than specific consent.

Gives participants a range of 
options. 

Uncertainty about fit with 
existing legal/ethics norms. 

p



Specific consent

Broad consent



Specific ConsentSpecific Consent



Pros:
Cons:

Pros:

Clearly conforms with existing 
principles

Doesn’t address the challenges 
associated with re-consenting.

C t bi ?principles. Consent bias?

Does not respect individuals’ 
autonomy re broad consentautonomy re broad consent.



Opt OutOpt Out



Pros:

Potentially the most efficient.

Work well for biobanks involving

Cons:

M t l ll / thi l h ll iWork well for biobanks involving 
health system data/tissue.

Most legally/ethical challenging. 



Practical challenges/considerations
Research Ethics Board (REB) 

Approval and Variation.Approval and Variation.

Variation in Provincial 
Health Information and 

P i LPrivacy Laws
Legal and Constitutional 

Uncertainty.

Cost and Resources Needed to 
Implement Governance Framework.

Public Perception.

Stuttgart Museum of Art

“Security Sustainability”



Qualifiers…Q
We know there are other (more nuanced) models.

There are factors that alter the consideration of 
options (re-contact, technological developments, 

t )etc)

Not necessarily a reflection of our own views. 



Perspective



THANKSTHANKS


